330           ESOTERIC   CHRISTIANITY.

spiritual to the physical world. It is the
distinct recognition of a Sacrament in its
second aspect, as a means whereby
spiritual powers are brought into activity
on earth.

In order to understand a Sacrament, it
is necessary that we should definitely
recognise the existence of an occult, or
hidden, side of Nature; this is spoken of
as the life-side of Nature, the consciousness-
side, more accurately the mind in Nature.
Underlying all sacramental action there is
the belief that the invisible world exercises
a potent influence over the visible, and to
understand a Sacrament we must under-
stand something of the invisible Intelli-
gences who administer Nature. We have
seen in studying the doctrine of the Trinity
I that Spirit is manifested as the triple Self,
and that as the Field for His manifestation
there is Matter, the form-side of Nature,
often regarded, and rightly, as Nature her-
self. We have to study both these aspects,
the side of life and that of form, in order
to understand a Sacrament.

Stretching between the Trinity and
humanity are many grades and hierarchies